Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare
Act V Study Guide

Pages 1130+

Scene i:

1. Describe Romeo’s dream.  What is ironic about it?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What news does Balthasar bring Romeo?
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
3. What does Romeo mean when he says, “I defy you, stars!” (ln. 24)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What does Romeo immediately decide to do upon hearing about Juliet’s “death”?
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
5. Why doesn’t the apothecary want to sell poison to Romeo?
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
6. How does Romeo finally convince the apothecary to sell him the poison?
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
7. Why does Romeo call the poison a “cordial”?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Scene ii:
8. How does fate once again complicate the situation for Romeo and Juliet?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. After hearing Friar John’s news, what does Friar Laurence decide to do?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Scene iii:

10. What is the setting/time of scene iii?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11.  Why has Paris come to the Capulet tomb?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. According to Paris, what does everyone believe is the cause of Juliet’s death?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13. Why does Paris believe Romeo has come to the Capulet tomb?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
14. After his fight with Romeo, what does Paris desire?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
15. What does Romeo notice about Juliet’s appearance when he sees her in the tomb?  What should this tell him?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
16. In lines 109-112, who/what does Romeo blame for his predicament?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
17. What does Friar Laurence plan to do with Juliet?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
18. Why does Friar Laurence not stay in the tomb with Juliet after she awakens?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
19. Why does Juliet kiss Romeo, and what does she do to herself as a result of the kiss?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
20. When Lord Montague first arrives on the scene, what news does he have to share?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
21. What does Friar Laurence finally do at this time?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
22. What information does Romeo’s letter give?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
23. Who does the Prince blame for all of the deaths in Verona?
__________________________________________________________________________________
24. How do Capulet and Montague show their reconciliation?  What do they plan to do to honor the memories of their children?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
25. Summarize the Prince’s final speech in the play (lines 305-310).

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
